
 

This situation update provides a snapshot of the inter-agency regional humanitarian response in full coordination with host 
Governments and partners across the region. 
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KHOST & PAKTIKA SITUATION UPDATE 
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1. KHOST & PAKTIKA UPDATE 

As people began crossing into Afghanistan in mid-
June, many settled with host communities, however 
this stretched already limited water resources and 
posed a challenge for the hygiene and sanitation 
infrastructure. DACAAR conducted a WASH 
assessment in Gurbuz, Lakan, Mandozayi and Tani 
districts and found that in areas where there are not 
many refugees, there are less problems in regards to 
WASH, however in areas where there is no host 
community or high percentage of refugees as 
compared to the host population, there are 
significant limitations of the WASH infrastructure. 
 
Overall, open defecation is a consistent problem and 
there is a severe lack of solid waste management at 
the same time, latrines are needed almost 
everywhere. As a result DACAAR began trucking in 
water to local communities to ensure people had 
access to safe drinking water while reducing the 
potential for conflict over scarce water resources. 
With support from ECHO, DACAAR provided 435 

emergency latrines and baths in host communities, distributed 2,284 hygiene kits, provided 9.6 
million litres of drinking water in communities, and constructed 30 boreholes and rehabilitated 48 
wells. With support from UNICEF DACAAR distributed 728 hygiene kits, has completed 37 out of a 
planned 40 wells, and is in the process of installing 120 latrines and hand washing facilities. All of 
these projects are being supported with hygiene awareness education training. Water and sanitation 
remain urgent priorities, especially as we move into warmer temperatures it will be important to 
ensure refugees have access to adequate water and sanitation facilities. 
 
 

2.1 PROTECTION CONCERNS 
A registration for assistance exercise was conducted this week in Matun city centre, in which 220 
new families were registered. UNHCR staff met with tribal elders twice in the last week to discuss 
issues regarding registration and verifying families for assistance. A women’s committee meeting was 
also held this week in Gulan camp, in which women expressed the need to ensure their children are 
able to continue to access education. 
 
UN MACCA and partner agencies including Halo Trust have fully cleared the camp, however newly 
arriving families are settling along the perimeter and outside areas, which raises concerns regarding 
their safety as well as resources required to clear new areas. UNHCR has been anticipating an 
outward movement from the camp back to communities in Spring; however this trend has not yet 
been seen.   
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2.2 HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE - SINCE 18 JUNE 2014 
 Registration: UNHCR maintains and manages the database of registered refugee families, 

including verifying records, cross-checking data and updating information to improve the 
accuracy of the population figures and assist with coordination of distributions. UNHCR is in the 
process of checking the current registration database against attendance figures to determine 
the active refugee population in Khost. As of this week, the re-verified total active caseload is 
34,918 families (241,641 individuals) with 174,322 individuals in Khost and 67,319 individuals in 
Paktika.  

 Food Assistance & Nutrition: WFP, UNHCR, SVA & partners distributed over 194,0001 food 
packages and wheat rations to families in Khost & Paktika since June 2014; UNHCR distributed 
supplemental food to 64,802 families since 28 December; HNITPO & IMC have provided 
treatment for 11,658 children for severe malnutrition and 10,130 for moderate malnutrition;  
UNICEF supported 38 outpatient centres with supplies to address severe acute malnutrition; 
Tameer Millat Foundation provided nutrition support to 426 mothers and 1,227 children. 

 Health: WHO, UNICEF, IMC & HNITPO supported polio vaccinations for over 126,000 children <10 
in Khost and Paktika; UNICEF gave 4,000 new born kits to DoPH Khost and 1,900 to DoPH Paktika 
for safe deliveries; HNITPO set-up 2 mobile clinics in Khost serving 4,557 clients; IMC set-up two 
mobile clinics in Paktika; Tameer Millat Foundation provided basic health services to 12,983 
people; ACTD is providing health services for Gulan camp, reaching 9,291 people since November 
and is planning a measles vaccination campaign. 

 Mine Risk Reduction: MACCA/UNMAS partners Halo Trust and MDC have cleared 1,585,142 m2 

including 919,546 m2 in Gulan camp and 1,045,549m2 around the camp; ARCS, OMAR and MDC 
have provided mine/ERW risk education to 68,681 individuals.  

 NFIs: CARE, IOM, IRC, NRC, Oxfam/OHW, SVA and UNHCR distributed NFIs to 30,789 families. 

 Tents: CARE, IOM, IRC and UNHCR distributed tents to 14,798 families.  

 Winterization: UNHCR distributed winterization assistance to 27,146 families including 20,346 in 
Khost and 6,800 in Paktika. CARE distributed winterization assistance to 1,590 families in Gurbuz 
and Matun; IRC distributed winterization assistance to 1,000 families in Tani, Mandozai & Nadir 
Shah Kot; NRC distributed winterization kits to 130 families and is providing 176 bukharis to 
schools in Gulan camp and communities; Oxfam/OHW distributed winterization kits to 310 
families in Lakan/Shamal; UNICEF supplied 1,550 family kits and winterization assistance to Khost 
& Paktika; ARCS will distribute 500 kits in Paktika. WHO & partners distributed 15 acute 
respiratory infection kits to treat winter-related respiratory cases. 

 WASH: 4 boreholes have been drilled by UNHCR and Solidarités, with 3 more almost complete in 
Gulan camp; Solidarités is managing WASH activities, distributed 8,069 hygiene kits, 1,453 
latrines and bathroom kits in Gulan camp and conducted 956 hygiene sessions for 6,304 
participants; DACAAR provided 525 emergency latrines in host communities, distributed 3,012 
hygiene kits, and provided 9.6 million litres of drinking water in communities; with funds from 
UNICEF completed 37 of 40 wells and 120 latrines and installed hand washing facilities; IRC 
distributed 671 emergency latrines & hygiene kits; NCA distributed 1,360 family & female 
hygiene kits in Khost and 400 in Paktika and conducted hygiene awareness; UNICEF funded 
MRRD for 50 wells for 1,350 families in Paktika; IMC is conducting WASH activities in Barmel and 
Urgun districts, including constructing 70 latrines in Urgun, conducting hygiene trainings, and 
distributing 1,00 jerry cans and soap.    

 Education: In Gulan camp, NRC set-up 83 transitional classrooms and teachers for 2,100 children, 
including 900 girls; Aschiana is providing literacy, child friendly spaces, sports and theatre 

                                                           
1
 This figure includes food packages for 37,000 families, wheat rations for nearly 93,400 families and supplemental food for 

over 64,000 families cumulatively since 18 June 2014. 
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activities to children in the camp; NRC with UNICEF constructed 93 classrooms with 93 teachers 
for 2,924 students, including 993 girls in Gurboz, Tani, Mandozai and Khost (Matun); In Paktika, 
DoE hired 54 out of a planned 100 teachers from among the refugees to improve refugee 
children’s access to education and UNICEF supported an additional 15 classes for 250 students.  
An education working group has also been established with key partners in Khost to coordinate 
activities and ensure access to education, particularly for girls. 

 SGBV & Women’s Health: UNFPA distributed 850 dignity kits and delivered two reproductive 
health kits to clinics to support 10,000 people. UNHCR is working with partners to strengthen 
coordination and information among women, SGBV partners and government agencies. 

3. NEXT STEPS 
Wednesday 15 April 2015: Kabul Task Force Meeting, 14h00 UNHCR, Kabul  
 

Agencies operating on the ground are encouraged to continue to provide updates regarding planned 
and completed activities to ensure information is accurate for coordination and reporting purposes. 
 
 
 

Contacts: 

Yumiko Takashima, UNHCR Afghanistan takashim@unhcr.org 

Indrika Ratwatte, UNHCR Pakistan ratwatte@unhcr.org 

  

Summary: In mid-June, following military operations in North Waziristan Agency, Pakistan, families began crossing 
into Khost and Paktika provinces, Afghanistan. Many families left suddenly, with few belongings and settled in host 
communities, or Gulan camp, Gurbuz district, Khost. UNHCR and partners have been on the ground since the 
situation began, conducting assessments, delivering assistance and coordinating response efforts. Food, water, 
sanitation, shelter, health and mine clearance continue to be urgent priorities.   
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